ENGL 1201, Dr. Whalen						Name: _______________	

Recalling an Experience Essay

“My task is to make you hear, feel, and see. That and no more, and that is everything.” –Joseph Conrad

“Writers looking into their pasts attempt to learn something new, to understand the importance of some moment, or to understand the significance of a situation. . . . Memories do not, in themselves, teach us anything. We must create the lesson. We must look back at the past with a certain perspective: one of curiosity and possibility.”  
--Mauk, John and John Metz. Composition in Everyday Life: A Guide to Writing, concise 4th edition. Boston: Wadsworth Cengage, 2013. 26-27. 

Write an essay in which you reveal what you learned from examining a memory or experience from your own life. Use the narration and description techniques covered in this unit, such as sensory/concrete details, metaphor, simile, and action-oriented verbs. 

Essay Minimum Requirements
· Provide 3 full pages of essay content. 
· An essay that is perfect but short of 3 full pages cannot earn a grade higher than a C. 
· Unify the essay by focusing on an insight(s) or lesson(s) associated with the experience.
· Use first person point of view; do not include any second person point of view.
· Use the Formatting and Editing Checklist provided at the end of this document to format and edit your essay. 

Due Date: See the course calendar in the syllabus.

Grading Criteria for Final Draft:

	Skill Demonstrated
	Proficient (A/B)
	Adequate (B/C)
	Needs Improvement (D or lower)

	Introduction grabs readers’ attention, introduces important background/context information, and indicates the topic’s significance
	
	
	

	Essay Content demonstrates complex, creative thinking about the topic and how to present an insight(s) or lesson(s) associated with the writer’s experience
	
	
	

	Details are concrete, fresh (not cliché), interesting, and relevant; they support the essay’s thesis and draw on as many of the five senses as are appropriate
	
	
	

	Description is enhanced by metaphor, simile, or especially unique presentation of observation/memory
	
	
	

	Verbs are concrete, specific, and action-oriented rather than abstract or “state of being” 
	
	
	

	Thesis is revelatory; is clear and easy to identify; indicates the most important idea
	
	
	

	Essay Organization is apparent, logical, and appropriate to the topic
	
	
	

	Central Focus unifies the essay
	
	
	

	Paragraphs include sufficient support for the main idea(s)
	
	
	

	Paragraphs use the MEAL Plan or are unified in another way
	
	
	

	Transitions used to connect ideas are elegant and effective
	
	
	

	First Person Point of View is used consistently; no second person point of view references are included
	
	
	

	Grammar and Mechanics are correct. (On your essay, run-ons will be highlighted in yellow, fragments in green, spelling, word choice or other errors in pink. Second-person point of view will be in blue.)
	
	
	

	Formatting is correct according to the guide provided at the end of the assignment sheet.
	
	
	

	Length Requirement is met or exceeded. (See Essay Minimum Requirements above for details.)
	
	
	

	Other/Comments
	
	
	
	

	Total out of 100 Points
	




Note to Current Students: Your essay should be formatted exactly like this document. Delete this note before turning in your assignment.

Your first and last names
Your instructor’s name
Name of class 
Draft (e.g., rough, revised, final)

Your Title Centered Here, No Bold, No Italic, or No Underlined Font

There are a few things you should do when formatting your assignment. The first is include page numbers, either centered at the bottom of each page or in the upper right corner. You can insert page numbers when using Microsoft Word by going to the “Insert” menu, clicking on “Page Number,” selecting “Bottom of Page” and choosing the option that shows the page number in the center of the page or choosing “Top of Page.” However, if you simply use the “Save As” option to save this document with a new name and then type your assignment here, page numbers will already be set up for you. 
When you begin a new paragraph, indent the first line of the paragraph by hitting the “tab” key (not the spacebar) on your keyboard as I’ve done here; do not add extra white space between paragraphs. Do not hit the “Enter” key at the end of each line, as one must do on a typewriter; simply keep typing and let the computer move the words down to the next line for you. Otherwise, every time you make a change to your essay, the lines, spacing, and margins fail to align correctly. Include one space, not two, after a period between two sentences.
If you are writing an essay—as opposed to a short story or poem—avoid using second person point of view. Second person point of view means that you address the reader directly (as if writing a letter) or that you include the word “you” in your essay. I am using second person point of view here because this is a handout, not an essay; I have to address you directly to tell you how to format essays correctly. When you write an essay, however, you are writing for a broader audience and using a more formal writing style, so you should not use second person point of view. 
The following checklist will help you edit your assignment for formatting and style:
Format 
___ include a title specific to your essay’s topic, not “Recalling an Experience”
___ do not use bold or italics or underlining for the essay title
___ indent the start of each new paragraph by hitting the "Tab" key
____use 12-point font in Arial or Times New Roman
___ double-space your essay with no extra white space between paragraphs
___ set one-inch margins at the top, bottom, and sides of your document
___ include page numbers
___ put one space (not two) after each period
___ attach/upload a copy of your essay to D2L Assignments. Do not link to a document stored on OneDrive or Google Drive. I cannot always access documents linked that way, so you will not receive feedback on your essay and may be docked points for late submission if I have to ask you to resubmit your essay.

Writing Style
___ eliminate any second person point of view references. (Tip: Hold down the Ctrl key and hit the F key to find all instances of the word “you” in your essay. Once you find them, name the person or group you’re writing about, such as parents, students, Americans, women, etc.

___ eliminate the phrase “in conclusion” from the conclusion paragraph

___ capitalize the names of specific people, places, things, or titles (Examples: Facebook, Valley Fair, North Hennepin Community College, Minneapolis)

___ spell out numbers zero through nine; use numerals for 10 and higher. Spell out any number that begins a sentence (e.g., Forty-two students registered for the class.)
